OAKENGATES 


Urban  District  Council. 


t?  A  % 

♦  <T 


^  r 


“5) 


Medical  Officer’s 

Report^ 


for  1906. 


\ 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29933791 


3. 


Oakengates 

Urban  District  Council. 


Sanitary  Committee. 

Mr.  Edwin  Holmes,  (Chairman.) 

,,  S.  Wixon, 

,,  J.  Broth  wood, 

,,  T.  Teece, 

,,  E.  Latham, 

,,  A.  Hoggins, 

,,  G.  Price, 

,,  W.  Currier, 

,,  R.  Cadman, 

,,  F.  A.  Maddock, 

,,  A.  P.  Pitchford, 

,,  E.  T.  Retchford. 

Clerk — J.  A.  Holmes,  Solicitor. 

Collector — W.  Hollis. 

Surveyor— Y.  Wilson. 

Sanitary  Inspector — E.  R.  Westbrook. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — J.  A.  Rose. 


Oakengates  Urban  District. 


Area  about 

Population 
Eateable  Value 
Birth  Eate 

Death  Eate  (all  causes) 

,,  „  (Zymotic) 

Infantile  Mortality 
Cancer — Death  Eate 
Phthisis  ,, 


3,600  acres. 
11,039 
£23,319-19-4 
28.35 
16.9 
1.5 
111.8 
0.8 
0.9 


5. 


Oakengates, 

March,  1907. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  first  Annual  Beport  upon  the  Vital 
Statistics,  Sanitary  Administration  and  condition  of  your  District. 

The  period  it  covers  is  the  twelve  months  ending, December  31st, 
last  ;  and  as  you  are  aware  only  the  last  three  months  have  I  been 
acting  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  rest  of  the  period  being 
under  the  administration  of  the  late  Dr.  Whitaker.  Several  of  the 
Documents  belonging  to  the  period  of  his  administration  of  the  year 
were  missing,  and  I  have  had  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  fresh  copies 
of  the  same,  to  complete  the  report  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Various  topics  in  this  report  may  appear  to  be  somewhat 
unnecessary,  but,  as  a  copy  has  to  be  sent  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  it  is  for  their  information  as  well  as  your  own. 

The  subjects  applicable  to  the  District  are  as  follows: — 

(1)  General  Character  of  the  District. 

(2)  Vital  Statistics. 

(3)  Infectious  Disease. 

(4)  House  Accommodation. 

(5)  Drainage  and  Scavenage. 

(6)  Water  Supply. 

(7)  Trades. 

(8)  Nuisances. 

(9)  General. 


a-) 

General  Character  of  the  District. 

The  District  was  formed  in  1898,  and  included  parts  of  three 
Bural  Districts,  viz.,  Wellington,  Newport  and  Shifnal. 
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Ifc  contains  an  area  of  about  3,600  acres,  and  includes  thickly 
populated  areas,  and  open  Country  with  scattered  Cottage  property, 
which  are  fast  becoming  much  more  Urban  in  character  through 
extensive  building  operations  that  have  been  going  on  ;  for  example, 
the  Trench,  Furnace  Lane,  &c.,  and  outlying  parts  of  St.  George’s. 

Throughout  the  area  different  portions  of  the  district  vary  much 
in  altitude. 

The  District  is  the  centre  of  important  Coal  Mining  and  Iron 
Industries,  and  the  District  is  full  of  Cottages  that  were  built  a 
number  of  years  ago — as  is  common  in  such  Coal  Mining  and  Iron 
Districts— without  the  slightest  attention  to  sanitation,  which  has 
added  to  the  difficulty  of  reaching  the  comprehensive  Sanitary 
changes  which  your  Council  have  with  difficulty  acquired,  especially 
of  late.  In  addition  to  this  Cottage  property  there  is  a  large  number 
of  houses  of  the  Villa  type  with  proper  sanitation,  built  recently. 

The  rateable  value  is  distinctly  low, making  it  necessary, perhaps 
more  than  other  such  districts, for  you  to  have  time  to  carry  on  and 
accomplish  modern  reforms. 

The  old  fashioned  style  of  property  with  attached,  varied  sized 
ashpits  and  privy  pits,  at  one  time  very  bad,  but  now  for  the  most 
part  in  good  condition,  and  with  such  outbuildings  as  pig-styes  in 
close  proximity  to  houses,  has  added  to  the  difficulty  of  proper 
Sanitary  administration. 


(2.) 

Vital  Statistics. 

POPULATION. 

I  have  estimated  the  number  of  Inhabitants  from  the  two 
previous  censuses  taken  ;  that  the  population  at  the  middle  of  1906 
was  11,039,  an  increase  in  the  population  from,  say,  the  middle  of 
1900  which  was  estimated  at  10,800,  that  is  to  say  an  increase  of  239 
in  6  years. 

Apportioning  the  estimated  population  between  the  three 
divisions,  I  should  roughly  divide  the  numbers  up  as  follows  : — 

Wrockwardine  Wood  ...  4,749 

Priors  Lee  ...  ...  3,369 

Wombridge  ...  ...  2,921 


11,039 
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BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  there  were  recorded  313  births:  161  boys,  152 
girls.  This  gives  a  Birth-rate  of  28.35  per  thousand,  as  compared 
with  31.03  for  the  previous  year ;  and  as  a  further  comparison  with 
1900, which  was  34.09,  shews  a  tendency  to  a  marked  decrease  in  the 
Birth-rate. 


The  number  of  Births  in  each  Ward,  Birth-rate,  aud  Infantile 
Death-rate  is  roughly  as  follows  :  — 


Births 

Birth-rate 

Infantile 

Death-rate 

Wrockwardine  Wood 

132 

27.7 

128 

Priors  Lee 

103 

30.0 

106 

Wombridge 

78 

26.7 

89 

Total  District 

313 

28.35 

111.8 

DEATHS. 


During  the  year  there  were  187,  as  against  166  in  1905. 


1905. 

1906. 

Wrockwardine  Wood 

81 

95 

Priors  Lee 

46 

48 

W  ombridge 

39 

44 

166 

187 

Included  in  the  187  are  19  deaths,  4  in  Shrewsbury  Infirmary 
(2  from  Wrockwardine  Wood  and  2  from  Priors  Lee)  8  in  Wellington 
Workhouse  (6  from  Wrockwardine  Wood  and  2  from  Wombridge) 
6  in  Shrewsbury  Asylum  (1  from  Priors  Lee,  2  from  Wrockwardine 
Wood  and  3  from  Wombridge)  and  1  in  Wolverhampton  Hospital 
from  Priors  Lee. 


The  death  rates  for  each  Ward  are  : — 


1905. 

1906. 

Wrockwardine  Wood 

20.0 

Priors  Lee 

14.3 

Wombridge 

15.0 

Total 

15.06 

16.9 

8. 

Death  rates  for  years  during  existence  of  the  District  Council. 

1898.  1899.  1900.  1901.  1902.  1903.  1904.  1905.  1906. 

17.3  18.1  15.6  15.3  15.1  17.7  16.7  15.6  16.9 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  General  Death  rate  is  very  slightly 
higher  than  last  year,  about  the  same  as  1904,  but  compares  well 
with  some  of  the  years,  being  much  less  than  1898  and  1899.  The 
slight  increase  can  be  accounted  for  through  increase  of  deaths  in 
very  old  people,  and  has  more  to  do  with  climatic  influences  than 
anything  else. 

55  persons  exceeded  65  years  of  age,  11  of  these  reached  80 
years  of  age,  and  2  of  these  lived  to  be  over  90. 


35  deaths  occurred  in  infancy  given  an  infantile  mortality  rate 
of  111.8.  Comparison  of  the  different  infantile  mortalities. 


1903.  1904.  1905.  1906. 

132.0  142.0  125.0  111.8 


The  very  gratifying  diminution  in  the  Infantile  mortality  is  due, 
in  my  opinion  to  the  improved  Sanitary  condition  of  the  district,  and 
is  no  doubt  also  partly  due  to  the  lately  instituted  County  Council 
regulations  and  Inspectorship  supervision  over  Midwives.  With  a 
consequent  better  feeding  of  infants,  from  the  knowledge  imparted 
to  them  through  the  County  Council’s  female  Inspector,  as  well  as 
to  the  written  instructions  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  different  causes  of  deaths  under  one  year  were  as  follows 
Whooping  Cough  3,  Diarrhoea  1,  Enteritis  2,  Premature  Birth  5, 
Congenital  defects  6,  Injury  at  Birth  1,  Debility  4,  Convulsions  5, 
Laryngitis  1,  Pneumonia  6,  other  causes  1,  total  35. 

Of  these  12  may  be  put  down  to  want  of  proper  feeding  and 
management  of  infants.  The  6  from  pneumonia  is  more  often  due 
to  some  defect  in  the  housing  than  to  anything  else.  There  were  no 
deaths  from  Tubercular  Diseases,  and  only  3  from  Infectious  disease, 
viz.,  Whooping  Cough. 

Important  causes  of  death  at  all  ages.  Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia  23,  Heart  Disease  11,  Cancer  9,  Phthisis  and  other 
Tubercular  Diseases  10,  and  Influenza  8.  v 


7  inquests  took  place,  6  deaths  from  accident,  and  from  suicide  1. 


Zymotic  Death  rate  1.5,  includes  6  deaths  each  from  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Whooping  Cough,  2  from  Diphtheria,  2  from  Croup  and 
1  from  Enteric  Fever,  shewing  a  diminution  compared  with  1900, 
which  was  1.7,  and  with  1899,  which  was  2.2. 


Infectious  Diseases. 


There  were  notified.  1906.  1905. 

Scarlet  Fever  121  125 

Diphtheria  22  30 

Interic  5  2 

Erysipelas  6  — 

Puerperal  Fever  —  1 


In  Typhoid  Fever  two  case's  occurred  in  the  Nabb,  one  in  Priors 
Lee  and  two  in  Oakengates.  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever, although 
less  than  last  year,  and  comparing  w7ell  with  previous  years,  are  still 
heavy  throughout  the  district.  The  Epidemic  of  both  behaved  alike, 
was  much  more  pravalent  in  October,  November  and  December, 
particularly  the  former  two  months,  and  both  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria  behaved  in  all  localities  in  pretty  much  the  same  way. 
For  example,  Scarlet  Fever  60  cases  in  St.  George’s,  including  the 
Nabb  and  Snedshill,  31  in  Wrockwardine  Wood,  below  the  Bridge, 
30  in  Oakengates,  Wombridge,  Ketley  Bank,  &c.  In  other  words 
the  proportion  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  St.  George’s  to  the  other  two 
divisions,  which  I  have  taken  for  the  purpose  of  comparison  in 
relation  to  the  chief  causes, was  as  two  to  St. George’s, to  one  in  either 
of  the  other  two  sections  of  the  district.  In  the  case  of  Diphtheria, 
the  figures  in  each  as  follows,  were  :  — 

St.  George’s,  including  the  Nabb  16 

Wrockwardine  Wood  1 

Oakengates,  &c.  5 
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That  is,  the  proportion  of  St.  George’s  to  the  whole  of  the  rest 
of  the  Urban  area  was  2.6  to  1.  This  points  to  some  definite  cause 
in  that  locality  and  in  my  opinion  several  causes  are  at  work. 
Firstly  St.  George’s  and  the  Nabb  stand  high  in  altidude  and  are 
exposed  to  the  North  East  wind,  sweeping  from  the  area  below. 
Secondly  and  most  important — although  much  has  been  done  in  the 
removal  of  local  nuisances — there  are  still  a  number  of  very  bad  ones 
in  existence.  Such  as  foul  and  imperfect  drains  of  houses,  which 
would  be  removed  if  the  still  large  number  of  the  property  owners, 
that  have  not  joined  on  to  the  new  system  of  sewers  there  in 
existence,  would  do  so.  A  third  cause  of  infectious  diseases 
generally  which  has  been,  and  is  being,  very  energetically  dealt  with 
as  far  as  practicable  under  present  circumstances,  is  the  housing  of 
the  working  classes.  It  is  a  fact  that  over  90  per  cent  of  the  Cottage 
property  throughout  this  district  have  most  of  their  chimneys  merely 
for  ornament,  the  faulty  construction  or  other  defects  make  it 
impossible  for  most  Cottages  to  have  fires  in  their  bedrooms, 
particularly  upstairs,  and  a  very  large  number  have  neither  fireplace 
or  chimney,  this  militates  greatly  against  the  adequate  dealing  with 
infectious  disease,  making  it  almost  impossibe  to  have  proper 
isolation  in  houses  with  3,  4  or  even  more  rooms  ;  and  that  is 
especially  so  during  the  winter  months.  Fourthly,  School  attendance 
has  no  doubt  something  to  do  with  the  matter  also,  for  in  November 
after  careful  calculation  of  the  cases  being  notified,  and  after 
consultation  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  very 
kindly  came  over  and  made  an  inspection  with  me,  we  decided  to 
close  one  School  in  St.  George’s  for  one  week  for  disinfection  only. 
It  was  almost  immediately  followed  by  a  considerable  abatement  in 
both  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  in  certain  directions  of  that 
district. 

Fifthly,  another  cause  is  undoubtedly  this,  that  previous  to  my 
taking  up  the  duties,  parents  were  allowed  to  send  the  post  cards 
asking  for  disinfection  by  far  too  early,  especially  in  mild  cases. 
This  has  been  put  a  stop  to  and  cards  so  sent  are  returned  unless 
signed  by  the  Medical  man  in  attendance. 

A  sixth  cause  is  the  want  of  proper  means  of  disinfecting  bedding, 
boots,  garments,  &c.,  and  I  have  already  made  representations  to  you 
on  the  need  of  a  portable  disinfector,  without  which  no  disinfection 
is  complete. 

That  the  Epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  fairly  severe  is  shewn 
by  the  fact  that  the  mortality  was  4.9  per  hundred  cases,  and  in  the 
case  of  Diphtheria  9.0  per  hundred  cases. 


Typhoid  Fever.  The  source  of  infection  was  impossible  to  find, 
but  most  of  the  five  cases  probably  contracted  it  outside  the  district. 
Six  cases  of  Erysipelas  points  to  the  necessity  of  the  new  method  of 
disinfection  asked  for.  There  have  been  no  cases  of  small-pox,  and 
I  do  not  consider  that  this  is  a  district  which  can  afford  to  spend 
money  in  building  a  special  Small-pox  Hospital.  In  my  opinion  the 
County  have  made  a  mistake  in  having  numerous  Small-pox  Hospitals 
dotted  all  over  it.  It  would  have  been  better  if  two  or  three 
Small-pox  Hospitals  of  a  permanent  nature  had  been  built 
throughout  the  County,  for  such  a  purpose,  for  two  or  at  most  three 
combined  areas.  I  do  not  consider  there  would  be  much  difficulty 
in  coping  with  the  disease  in  this  district,  even  without  a  temporary 
Hospital,  and  I  have  had  experience  of  over  5,000  cases.  If  it  is 
thought  otherwise  by  the  Local  Government  Board  I  should  suggest 
you  request  power  to  ask  either  of  the  two  neighbouring  Authorities 
to  use  theirs.  On  the  other  hand  if  it  were  possible  to  afford  it 
sometime  in  the  future  I  should  suggest  a  small  Country  Hospital  to 
be  erected,  one  half  of  which  could  be  used  for  ordinary  cases  of 
illness,  e.g.  Pneumonia  and  Surgery,  the  other  half  to  be  kept 
exclusively  for  Small-pox  or  other  Infectious  disease,  and  if  necessary 
at  epedemic  times  closing  the  surgical  half  while  the  highly  contagious 
diseases  were  being  admitted  in  the  second  half.  I  have  had 
experience  of  such  Hospitals  in  Scotland,  which  have  done  much  to 
alleviate  distress,  and  lesson  the  death  rate,  especially  amongst  the 
poor,  at  a  minimum  cost  and  with  the  greatest  of  ease. 


(4-) 

House  Accommodation. 

I  have  made  a  personal  house  to  house  visitation  throughout  the 
district  and  find  that  overcrowding  is  not  so  common  as  it  has  been, 
chiefly  through  the  co-operation  of  the  largest  property  owners,  who 
have  done  much  in  inter-changing  their  tenants,  those  with  the 
largest  families  being  put  into  the  largest  available  houses,  and 
smaller  families  into  smaller  houses.  The  Sanitary  defects  in  many 
of  them  have  been  entirely  removed  or  abated ;  there  is  however  a 
very  considerable  amount  of  work  to  be  done  in  this  direction,  but 
the  recent  sales  of  land,  previously  locked  up,  and  the  consequent 
extension  of  building  of  larger  cottages  and  houses  of  the  villa  type 
will  do  much  to  alleviate  what  was  considered  a  very  great  hardship 
in  this  District,  the  housing  of  not  only  the  working  but  even  the 
middle  classes.  There  are  still  a  number  of  houses  unfit  for 
habitation,  but  they  are  becoming  fewer  each  year. 
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(5.) 

Drainage  and  Scavenage. 


There  has  been  a  considerable  advance  especially  in  obtaining 
owners  to  connect  with  the  new  drainage  system,  and  when  more  of 
this  work  is  done  some  very  old  and  the  commonest  causes  of  disease 
will  be  removed.  For  another  large  section  of  the  district,  viz., 
Ketley  Bank, I  understand  you  have  applied  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  power  to  lay  a  new  Sewer  there  also. 


The  work  of  Scavenging  is  extremely  difficult  in  districts  like 
this,  so  full  of  old  property,  and  so  widely  scattered,  but  especially 
owing  to  the  varied  sizes,  the  awkward  positions  of  ashpits  and 
privies,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  now  as  far  as  practicable  a 
proper  systematic  cleansing  of  the  same  is  in  operation,  and  it  is 
hoped  to  minimise  the  difficulty  of  the  whole  of  your  Scavenging 
system.  On  receipt  of  the  water,  (the  pipes  of  which  have  been 
completed)  a  number  of  the  old  privies  will  be  removed  entirely, 
and  their  places  taken  by  water-closets. 


Water  Supply. 

You  have  completed  your  new  scheme  so  far  as  the  laying  of  the 
pipes  are  concerned,  and  you  hope  to  have  the  water  in  them  in  a 
month  or  two ;  this  in  itself  will  be  a  great  boon  to  the  neighbourhood 
and  lessen  the  incidence  of  disease.  At  the  present  time  the  water 
supply  of  this  district  is  in  the  same  deplorable  condition  as  for  years, 
being  supplied  from  old  fashioned  wells,  most  of  them  in  a  state  of 
the  highest  possible  contamination  and  by  soft  water  gathered  from 
the  roofs  of  extremely  filthy  houses,  especially  where  as  is  common 
in  this  district,  large  numbers  of  pigeons  are  kept. 
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(7.) 

Trades. 

The  Register  which  is  kept  for  these  shows  59. 


Bakers  14 

Milliners  3 

Dressmakers  17 

Bootmakers  4 

Joiners  6 

Jewellers  1 

Tailors  3 

Saddlers  2 

Cycle  Repairing  1 

Mason  •  1 

Plumber  1 

Blacksmiths  6 


102  inspections  have  been  made  of  these,  and  defects  found  in  5, 
which  have  been  remedied  after  written  notice. 

(8.) 

Nuisances. 

The  Sanitary  Staff  has  been  exceedingly  active,  and  through  the 
active  co-operation  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  offensive  accumulations 
that  have  to  be  dealt  with  are  few. 

Keeping  of  animals  have  been  found  a  nuisance,  and  some  6  or 
7  cases,  especially  pigs  have  had  to  be  warned,  and  the  district  is  now 
free,  any  complaints  regarding  the  same  being  promptly  dealt  with 
and  put  down.  Nuisances  from  bad  drains  of  houses  &c.,  have  been 
mentioned,  and  so  also  the  objectionable  water  supply  which  will  soon 
be  done  away  with. 

(9.) 

General. 

I  have  made  frequent  systematic  and  incidental  inspections  and 
innumerable  visits  on  various  Sanitary  matters ;  and  much  thought 
and  time  have  been  devoted  by  you  to  the  difficult  Sanitary 
administration  of  this  almost  unique  district;  there  is  every  hope  that 
by  the  end  of  the  year  you  will  have  accomplished  exceptional 
progress  in  still  further  improvements. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  extremely  zealous  in  carrying 
out  his  work  with  energy  and  discretion;  both  he  and  I  have  devoted 
considerable  time  and  trouble  on  the  inspection  of  meat,  fish, 
vegetables,  &c.,  exposed  for  sale  in  the  Market,  and  these  are  now 
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under  my  constant  supervision.  The  matter  is  a  serious  one,  and  I 
have  had  several  consultations  and  communications  with  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  other  Sanitary  Authorites  on  the 
subject.  At  the  end  of  the  year  it  formed  the  matter  of  a  special 
Beport  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
suggesting  what  is  seriously  needed,  the  formation  of  a  bye-law 
impowering  you  to  forbid  the  sale  of  all  dead  meat  coming  into  this 
area,  unless  brought  in,  in  a  certain  manner,  inspected  by  me 
personally  and  duly  stamped.  For  example,  the  carcase  of  an  Ox 
in  halves  or  quarters  at  least.  His  reply  however  has  been,  “There 
is  no  power  in  the  present  law  to  give  us  such  a  bye-law,”  and  fresh 
legislation  is  urgently  wanted  to  put  down  this,  a  most  fertile  cause 
of  disease.  In  my  examinations  I  frequently  find  meat  of  a  very 
inferior  character,  but  the  Butchers  that  carry  this  nefarious  trade 
on  are  evidently  experts  in  the  business,  for  the  animals  are  either 
slaughtered, or  if  dead  before  hand, dressed,  cut  up  into  small  sections 
and  diseased  portions  cut  away,  in  slaughter-houses  far  outside  this 
area,  and  the  sections  evenly  divided  amongst  them  and  mixed  with 
apparently  healthy  meat.  You  will  readily  understand  the  difficulty 
of  carrying  through  a  prosecution  in  such  a  case, and  although  I  have 
found  meat  of  an  inferior  character, I  have  not  felt  justified  up  to  the 
present  in  seizing.  The  method  of  buying  a  portion  and  having  it 
examined  bacterilogically  by  an  independent  Authority  has  not  as 
yet  proved  satisfactory.  An  attempt  was  made  by  the  County 
Council  to  have  a  joint  Meat  Inspector  for  5  Districts,  in  some  of 
which  these  Slaughter-houses  are.  This  would  have  been  of  very 
valuable  service,  but  unfortunately  an  Agreement  could  not  be 
arrived  at.  Much  may  yet  be  done  under  present  regime,  but  the 
question  of  fresh  legislation  is  the  only  method  of  dealing  perfectly 
and  completely  with  the  sale  of  Meat  in  this  Market. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  ready  help  extended  to 
me  by  you  and  your  Clerk  and  by  the  Inspector,  also  the  courtesy 
with  which  my  reports  and  suggestions  have  been  received  by  the 
Sanitary  Committee. 

I  have  also  to  thank  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Dr.  Wheatley  for  his  able  assistance. 

I  append  a  summary  of  the  work  done  by  the  Inspector  during 
the  year,  together  with  the  Tables  of  Statistics  required  by  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  A,  BOSE. 
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Sanitary  Work  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1906. 


Number  of  houses  inspected  both  systematically  and 

incidentally  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  961 

Number  of  Notices  served  (formal  or  informal)  ...  203 

Approximate  number  of  such  complied  with  ...  ...  190 

Reports  to  Sanitary  Committee  ...  ...  ...  13 

Letters  written  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  169 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases  ...  ...  124 

Deficient  or  objectionable  water  supply  ...  ...  2 

New  closets  and  ashpits  or  amending  old  closets  and  ashpits  157 
New  drains  or  amending  old  drains  ...  ...  ...  278 

Houses  damp  or  dirty  or  not  weather  proof,  &c.  ...  37 

Offensive  accumulations  of  all  kinds  ...  ...  ...  34 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  9 

Offensive  trades  under  observation  and  visited  regularly  ...  2 

Houses  Overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Repairs,  &c.  to  objectionable  urinals  ...  ...  ...  3 

Slaughter-houses  licensed  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

,,  visits  to  ...  ...  ...  ...  113 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  Persons  on  Register  ...  ...  22 

,,  ,,  visits  to  ...  ...  ...  88 

Workshops  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

,,  visits  to  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

New  Houses  built,  or  additions  to  existing  buildings  ...  20 

Scavenage — Privies  and  Ashpits  emptied  and  cleansed  ...  2225 

Loads  of  nightsoil  removed  ...  ...  1785 

,,  Ashes  ,,  ...  ...  6321 

Pail  Closets  emptied  once  per  week  ...  208 

,,  ,,  ,,  twice  ,,  ,,  ...  40 

Total  number  of  pails  emptied  and  disinfected  14976 
Ashboxes  emptied  once  per  week  ...  ...  85 

Total  number  of  ashboxes  emptied  ...  ...  4420 

Applications  made  for  scavenging  ...  ...  761 

Early  morning  visits  to  Scavengers  ...  52 

Visits  to  the  Sewerage  Farm  ...  ...  123 

Cases  in  which  proceedings  before  Magistrates 

were  taken  ...  ...  ...  0 


E.  REECE  WESTBROOK,  A.R.,  San.  I. 

Certified  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1906 

and  previous  Years. 
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TABLE  2. 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1906 

and  previous  Years. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during 

the  Year  1906. 
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TABLE  4. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1906. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole  District  at 
subjoined  Ages. 

Total  Deaths 
in  Public 

Causes  of  Death 

All 

Ages 

Under 

1 

1  and 

under 

5 

5  and 

under 

15 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
under 
65 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

Institutions 
in  the 
District. 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

5 

1 

Whooping-cough 

6 

3 

3 

Diphtheria  and 
membranous 
croup 

2 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

Epidemic  infl’nza 

8 

1 

4 

3 

/ 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

Enteritis 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

8 

1 

7 

Other  tuberculai 
diseases 

2 

2 

Cancer, malignant 
disease 

9 

5 

4 

Bronchitis 

7 

4 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

16 

6 

3 

3 

2 

2 

Pleurisy 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of 
respirat’ry  organs 

1 

1 

Alcoholism 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

1 

1 

Premature  birth 

4 

4 

Heart  diseases 

11 

1 

6 

4 

Accidents 

6 

1 

1 

4 

Suicides 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

90 

16 

4 

. 

1 

28 

41 

All  causes 

187 

35 

22 

6 

9 

60 

55 

TABLE  5. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1906. 
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